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hard rock can be split asunder but not kneaded like clay, and that
a proud man can be killed but not subjected to humiliation? I
have something in my mind that I should like to say to you, sir.
If you grant my wish, then shall we tread the clouds together;
if not, then let us both be covered with earth! What do you say,
my friend?"
"I should like to hear your proposal," Yi said.
"I have in mind," said Ch'ien Tang, "the wife of the late son
of Chingyang and the beloved daughter of Tung Ting. She is
gentle of nature and refined in quality, and is greatly esteemed by
all the nine relations. It was her misfortune to be married to an
unworthy man and to suffer humiliation at his hands. However,
that is now past. I propose now to entrust her to you, kind and
generous one, and thus unite your family an3 ours. Moreover, this
proposal makes it possible for the recipient of favors to render her
gratitude and the dispenser to receive his due. Do you not think,
sir, that this is the best ending that can be devised for so auspicious
a beginning?"
At these words Yi rose with dignity and laughed with scorn,
saying, "Little did I think that the Lord of Ch'ien Tang would
behave in so childish a manner! I have heard, my lord, that you
have once, in your indignation, devastated the nine provinces and
smote the five sacred mountains, and I have seen with my own
eyes how you broke the golden lock and, with the jade pillar still
dangling from your neck, flew to the distress of your niece. I
thought that surely there was no one in the world that could
approach you, my lord, in courage and righteousness. For you
have shown in the past the distinguishing qualities of the great
heroes of antiquity: when your indignation was aroused, you did
not let the fear of death stop you; when your heart was moved,
you did not hesitate to give up your life. Why is it that in the midst
of harmonious music and joyous company you should suddenly for-
get the principles that have guided you in the past and seek to
impose your will upon others by force? It is certainly something
that I have never expected from you!
"If I had encountered you, sire, over die billowy waves or among